Talking Points for Bishop’s Guest Speakers 

1. Introduction
    •    Introduce yourself and your connection to one of the appeal ministries.
    •    Briefly explain that today you’re here to speak about the ministries of the Bishop’s appeal and the impact it has on the diocese, parishioners, and the future

2. Why the Bishop’s Appeal?
    •    The ministries of the appeal support seminarian education, care for retired priests, Catholic schools, faith formation ministries such as youth ministry and campus ministry, and ethnic ministries such as the Diocesan African American Ministry and Hispanic Ministry
    •    It’s about ensuring each ministry of the diocese remains vibrant and financially supported for future generations.

3. The Power of Ministry
    •    Ministry starts in your heart with love — it forms into values, faith, and spiritual impact.
    •    Reference Scripture: “Let us love, not word or speech, but in deed and truth” 1 John 3:18

4. Personal Testimony (Customize this to the speaker’s experience)
    •    Share a memory of the ministry that you are part of ex: Catholic school principal talking about Teacher convocation, PD, etc. 
    •    Talk about a gift that made a visible difference Ex. Ark Testing for schools, seminarian tuition, hosting of Theology on Tap events, etc. 
    •    Explain how making a gift to the appeal is a way to say thank you to God and His Church.

5. Practical Steps
    •    No gift is too small — use your in-pew materials for more information

6. Call to Action
    •    Encourage parishioners to pick up a brochure, return the response form, or scan the QR code to learn more.
    •    Ask them to pray about it — this is a spiritual decision just as much as a financial one.


Speaker Sample for Education Weekend of Bishop’s Appeal 

Hello everyone! My name is [Your Name], and I have the privilege of serving as [Your Connection to the Appeal Ministry, e.g., the principal of a local Catholic school, a leader in the youth ministry, etc.] OR I am a proud supporter of the Bishops Appeal (choose a description based on your role). I’m excited to be here today to talk about the incredible ministries supported by the Bishop’s Appeal and the profound impact they have on our diocese, our parishioners, and our future.

The Bishop’s Appeal is vital for many reasons. It helps fund seminarian education, ensuring that we continue to have dedicated priests to serve our communities. It also provides care for our retired priests who have devoted their lives to our faith. Beyond that, it supports our Catholic schools, faith formation ministries such as youth and campus ministry, and ethnic ministries such as the Diocesan African American and Hispanic Ministries. By supporting the Bishop’s Appeal, we are ensuring that each ministry of our diocese remains vibrant and financially strong for generations to come.

Ministry begins in the heart, driven by our love for something or someone. This love transforms into our values, faith, and ultimately, a spiritual impact on our community. As it says in 1 John 3:18, “Let us love, not in word or speech, but in deed and truth.” Our actions reflect our faith, and through our ministries, we can make a genuine difference.

Let me share a personal experience. I have witnessed firsthand the power of our ministries. One memorable moment was during [INSERT EXPERIENCE]. It was inspiring to see XXXXXX. One significant gift that made a visible difference was the funding for [EXAMPLE OF SOMETHING THE APPEL FUNDS SPECIFICALLY]. Additionally, contributions help cover seminarian tuition and support events like Theology on Tap, where young adults engage in faith and community. Making a gift to the Bishop’s Appeal is a way to express our gratitude to God and His Church for all the blessings we receive.

I want to emphasize that no gift is too small. Each contribution, no matter the size, helps us reach our goals. In your pews, you’ll find materials that provide more information about how you can contribute to the Bishop’s Appeal.

I encourage each of you to pick up a brochure and consider returning the response form or scanning the QR code to learn more about how you can make an impact for the ministries of the Bishop’s Appeal. Please take some time to pray about it—remember, this decision is as much spiritual as it is financial. Together, we can continue to strengthen our diocese and its ministries for the future.
Thank you for your time and for all that you do for our faith community!

